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To deify matter is a yast absurdity, to deify
empty space a deeper folly still; but tlie
apotheosis of a mathematical Hne would seem
to be nearly tlie climax of all possible un-
reason. " A. definite combination" in like man-
ner, " of Heterogeneous changes, simultaneous
and successive, in correspondence with, exter-
nal co-existences and sequences" may be
honoured with the name of Life. But on this
view nothing can be alive at all, till it has lived
on for some indefinite period; which is just the
same in a higher science, as to make the ellipse
of Mars the cause and parent of the motion by
which the planet fulfils its elliptic revolution.
The strides of a race-horse a year hence are
thus included in the definition of the vital
force, by which he lives to-day.

The control, then, which satisfies the con-
ception of law, since it cannot reside in the
whole series of the phenomena, may be referred
to the matter itself, as determining its own
movements. This plainly, under the name of
philosophy, would revive the fetichism of
savage tribes and of early times. Each object
on earth or in the sky would thus pass through
certain changes, because it chooses so to do;
and the progress of science would merely dis-
cover tlio rules which t-Tio planets in heaven, or